Lwa Tw Bi
Kim Cwong Bit Hoai

Lé Huy Trw

October 26, 2026

B6 Tat Thich Quang Pirc vi phap thiéu than



Uy vi bit ning phuc
Tri hué bit ning hoai
Tir bi bit ning digt
Bi Tri Diing bdt khudt

(Lé Huy Trir)

Y nghia ciia thuit ngir "tw thiéu"

Xét vé mat ngdn ngit, tw thiéu co nghia 1a ngudi d6 tw nguyén lwa chon va chii ¥ thue hién
hanh djng ay doi v6i chinh minh. Thuat nglr nay khéng nhat thiét doi héi nguwdi do phai tw
minh thwe hién moi cong doan bang sire luc ciia ban than.

Vidu:

o Néu mot nguoi quyét dinh chét bang ltra va tu tay cham lira, d6 o rang 1a tw thiéu.

o Néu nhitng nguoi hd tro giap chuén bj dja diém, cung cép nhién li€u, hodc thdm chi gitp
thuc hién vi nguo1 d6 khong du kha nang thé chét dé tu 1am, su viéc van c6 thé duoc goi
1a tu thiéu, néu y chi va quyén tu quyét ctia chinh nguoi do6 14 yéu t6 trung tam.

« Tuy nhién, xét vé phuong dién phép 1y hodc dao dirc, ngudi truc tiép gitp dd co thé duoc
mo ta 14 di hd tro hoic tao diéu kién cho hanh dong ay.

Vi vay, can phan bi¢t nhu sau:
Cau hoi Trong tdm

D6 c6 phai 1a hanh vi ty thiu? Nguoi dé co tw nguyén lya chon va khong? ty minh quyét
dinh thyc hién hanh dong ay khong?

Co su trg giup hay khong? Nguoi khac co giup thuc hién
hoac tao di€éu kién cho hanh dong ay khong?

Hai diéu nay khong loai trir 1an nhau.

Mot su viée ¢ thé déng thoi la:

e hanh vi tu thiéu (vi nguoi thuc hién ty lya chon hanh dong éy); va
e mot hanh dong cé su trg gitup (vi nguoi khac da ho tro theo mot cach nao do).
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Mot vi du tuong tu: mot ngudi khong du kha nang thé chat dé tu bat que diém nén yéu cau nguoi
khac lam viéc d6 theo dung ¥ nguyén minh thi ciia minh. V& mat lich su, hanh dong &y van c6
thé dugc mo ta 1a tw thiéu, trong khi vai trd ctia ngudi gitp d& can dugc phan tich riéng.

Khi ban vé Thich Quang Dirc, cac st gia trén thé gi6i thuong dung thuat ngir "tw thiéu" vi
nguoi ta hiéu rang chinh ngai da dwa ra va chu dong thyc hién quyet dinh &y. Viéc nhitng ngudi
khéc c6 hd tro khau chuén bi hay khong, va néu c6 thi ho trg dén muc nao, 1a mot van dé thuce té
va lich st riéng biét, khong ddng nhat v6i y nghia ciia ban than thuat ngi.

The meaning of the word self-immolation

Linguistically, self-immolation means that the person voluntarily chooses and intends the act
upon themselves. The word does not necessarily require that the person physically perform every
step alone.

For example:

e Ifaperson decides to die by fire and personally ignites the flames, that is clearly self-
immolation.

e If assistants help prepare the setting, provide fuel, or even help because the person is
physically unable to do so, the event may still be described as self-immolation if the
person's own intention and agency are central.

e However, from a legal or ethical standpoint, someone who actively helps may be
described as having assisted or facilitated the act.

So the distinction is:

Question Focus
Was it self-immolation? Did the person willingly choose and undertake the act themselves?
Was assistance involved? Did others help carry out or facilitate the act?
These are not mutually exclusive.
An event can be both:

e aself-immolation (because the act is self-chosen), and
e an act involving assistance (because others helped in some way).

A parallel example is a person who cannot physically light a match and asks someone else to do
it according to their explicit wishes. The act might still be described historically as self-
immolation, while the helper's role would be analyzed separately.



In discussions of Thich Quang Dirc, historians generally use the term "self-immolation"
(Tu thiéu - strike a match himself) because he was understood to have made and carried
out the deliberate decision himself. Whether and to what extent others assisted with
preparations is a separate factual and historical question from the meaning of the term
itself.

Bo-tat Thich Quang Piic cling cac ni va su da "vi phap thiéu than" nim 1963 dé phan d6i ché
do Ngo6 Dinh Diém dan ap Phat gido.
Nha bao Malcolm Browne 13 ngudi di ching kién va mé ta chi tiét hanh dong "ty thiéu" day bi

tri diing ciia Hoa thuong Thich Quang Puc.

Ky gia Malcolrp Browne chinh 1a ngudi da chup dugc nhitng birc anh lich st lam xtic dong ca
thé gidi --- nhat hinh van ngir.

Nha bao Malcolm Browne

Phat Gido la ton gido gén bo vé1 dan tde Vit tir ca ngan nam. Bét cr lanh tu doc tai nao dan ap
Phat Gido s€ phai chiu qua béo --- troi tru, dat diét.

Theo 16i ké tryc tiép cua Browne, vi tang si Thich Quang Pirc ngdi binh than giita dudng trong
tu thé hoa sen truyén thong ctia Phat gido (padmasana). Ngai dat mot hop diém trén dui. Sau khi
cac tang si dao hitu tudi nhién li¢u lén nguoi ngai, Thich Quang Burc khé ctr ddng hai tay trén
dui dé quet diém r6i tha que diém xudng ngudi minh.

Do khong phai 1a “vi bao vé chanh phap, vi phap tu thiéu than”
Tét trong giai doan do, thi con gi nira?

— bi tri diing — cua cac bac Bo6



Bodhisattva Thich Quang Puc, embodying the Bodhisattva virtues of compassion, wisdom, and
courage, immolated himself in defense of the True Dharma and in protest against the Ng6 Dinh
Diém government’s persecution of Buddhists.

Chinh dang - tu thiéu cua bat b tat dé cung duong, hay bao vé chinh phap, khong phai 13 mot
hanh dong ty tir thong thuong trong giai doan Phét Giao bi bure hai, khac voi nhimg gi ba Ngo
binh Nhu da khau x4, vo 18, vo gido duc, that hoc tuyén bd v6i bao chi ngoai qudc — nhitng cai
hy sinh mang s6ng, tu thiéu cta cac su va ni d6 dé bao vé chinh phap, 1a nhimg ‘Barbecue
Monks — Su quay va Ni nudéng.’

Diém t6i mudn 1am r6 13 sy khac biét gitta mot hanh dong tw thiéu mang y nghia cing duong,
h$ tri Chanh phap theo Iy twéng Bo Tat, va cach dién giai hanh dong ay nhu mot vu ty tir
thong thuong. Trong bdi canh Phat Gido mién Nam Viét Nam nam 1963 bi dan 4p, néu bé qua
chiéu huéng va kich thuéc Bi-Tri-Diing, da s nguoi doc s& khé hiéu dugc ¥ nghia tén gido, va
dao dic ma nhitng vi B4 Tat nhap thé mudn thé hién.

Cum tir “barbecue monks” gan véi phat ngdn gy tranh cii ctia ba Ngd Pinh Nhu trude béo chi
qudc té. Khau nghiép cua ba khong nhiing tu6i thém dau va ngon lira dang bung chay, ma con bi
phan g ngugc tr du luén quoc té. Qua bao nhan tién — khong nhimng ty chinh ba da 1am that
bai chuyén di “giai doc” cho ché d6 Ng6 Dinh Diém, ma ba dé quet que diém “barbecue” ché do
doc tai gia dinh tri ctia chong va anh chdong cta ba. Bao chi ngoai qudc “lich su” kéu ba 1a
‘Dragon Lady’ — con rong cai — nghia 13 ‘con quy céi.’

Ba va gia dinh ba da tra rat nhiéu nghiép qua sau ndy, du da dn nin, hbi han xin 15i Phat Gido.
Cha me ba di tir ba, dong cira khong tiép hai me con ba khi ho sang M. Nhiing birc hinh nay da
dugc dang tai trén bao chi My (Times, LIFE?) khi ba va Ng6 Dinh L¢é Thuy t6i go cira nha ong
ba Tran Van Chuong & ving Hoa Thinh Dén.

V6i ban tinh danh da, ciing nhimng hanh vi hén xuge di d6i voi nhitng ngon ngir danh thép, kém
ngoai giao, kém vian hoa, vo gia gido, bat nhan, con do, day 4c tinh 4y, ba dd miét thi nhitng cai
chét dy bi tri diing ctia cac tang ni dé bao vé Phat Gio trong con phap nan — dao ciia to tién,
dao cia cha me, cung truyén théng gia gido va gia phong cua cha me ba. Ba da cai dao, khi t0,
diét tong, va ddng thoi toa rap véi ché do doc tai gia dinh tri, Am muu, gian manh voi tha doan
mudn bién su hy sinh tu thiéu cta céc ting ni Phat Giao, tir vi chanh dao, thanh mot 161 ché giéu,
si nhuc, d6i 1ap han véi cach nhin ciia Phat Gido vé chanh phap — hanh nguyén ho phap, va su
ciing dudng than mang ctia phap gidi dé canh tinh va cam hoéa ké bao 4c, ta dao, bat nhan.

Vi vay, khi dich nhiing cau cta ti sang tiéng Anh, toi giit r6 ba ting ¥ nghia:

e Bodhisattva: xac dinh 1y tudng, va hanh nguyén BO Tat.

e In defense of the True Dharma: néu r6 muc dich ho tri Chanh Phap.

« The virtues of compassion, wisdom, and courage: thé hién tinh than Bi-Tri-Diing,
thay vi chi mo ta hanh dong tu thiéu.



Birc hinh nguyén ban

Trong sut qua trinh ryc ltra chanh phap ay, hai tay cc ngai & trong 4n Thién dinh (Dhyana
Mudra). Trong thu a an nay, hai ban tay dat trén dui, 1ong ban tay ngura 1én, tay phai dat trén tay
trai, hai ddu ngodn cai cham nhe vao nhau. Thu 4n ndy tugng trung cho su tip trung sdu sic, ndi
tam an binh va trang thai quan binh tinh than. Nhiing nguoi chung kién, trong d6 c6 Browne, dic
biét nhan xét rang du bi ngon Itra bao trum, vi ting si van hoan toan bét dong, khong kéu la hay
ctr dong co bip cho dén khi than thé d6 xudng.



Thién dinh 4n (i EH] - Dhyana Mudra) la mét trong nhing thu an (Mudra) phé bién va quan
trong nhét trong Phat gido, biéu tugng cho su tip trung cao do, sy can bang ndi tim va trang thai
an lac tuyét 601 bay la tu thé tay kinh dién ma Dt Phat Thich Ca Méau Ni da két khi ngdi thién
dinh dudi goc cay bd dé trude khi dat duoc Giac ngo.

Duéi day 1a chi tiét vé cach thuc hién, y nghia va biéu tuong cta thi 4n nay:
1. Céch thyc hién (Tu thé tay)

« Vi tri: Hai ban tay dit nhe nhang trén dui hodc 10ng ban chan (khi ngdi & tu thé kiét gia hoic
ban gia).

« Tu thé: Long ban tay ngira 1én trén. Ban tay phai dit chong 1én trén ban tay tréi.

« Ngon tay: Cac ngodn tay dudi thang tu nhién. Hai ddu ngén tay cai cham nhe vao nhau, tao
thanh mot hinh tam giac hodc hinh vong cung mém mai.

2.'Y nghia tAm linh va triét hoc



* Su hop nhét va can béng: Viéc tay phai (dai dién cho nang luong nam tinh, tri tu¢, sw chu dong)
dat trén tay trai (dai dién cho nang lugng nir tinh, 1ong tir bi, su ti€p nhan) bicu thi sy hoa hop
hoan hao gitra Tri tu¢ va Tur bi, hodc gilra tam tri va co thé.

« Ngon ltra thiéu rui phién néo: Vong tron hodc hinh tam giac duogc tao boi hai ngén tay cai
tugng trung cho "Ngon Itta huyén bi" (Mystic Fire), c6 kha nang thi€u ryi moi tap ni¢m, ham

muon 6 u€ va ao tuong cua tran the.

« Tam bAt dong: Thu 4n nay thé hién mot trang thai tdm tri hoan toan tinh 1ang, khong bi lay
chuyén boi cac tdc dong hay cam do tir the gidi bén ngoai.

3. Biéu tugng trong nghé thuat Phat gido

« Ptic Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni: Thuong duoc tac tugng véi thil 4n nay khi ngai dang & trong trang
thai thién dinh sau sac.

* btc Phat A Di Da (Amitabha): Trong Phat gido Dai thura (dac bié‘g l1a Tinh BJ Tong), Buc Phat
A Di ba thuong két Thién dinh an d€ chao don chung sinh hudng vé cd1 Cyc Lac. Trong mét so
bién thé Nhat Ban (Mat tong), cadc ngdn tay c6 thé dan xen hodc ngoédn cai cham ngédn trd dé tao

thanh cac vong tron dai dién cho cac pham cap vang sanh.

. Bép Sinh Phat (Ratn'c}sambhava) hodc A Suc B¢ Phat (Akshobhya): D()i khi cling x~uét hién véi
thu an nay trong h¢ thong Ngii Tri Phat cua Mat Tong tuy thudc vao boi canh nghi Ie.

4. Loi ich trong thyc hanh Yoga va Thién dinh

Khi ngudi tap thién két Dhyana Mudra, dong ning luong (Prana) trong co thé dugc luu thong
khép kin, khong bi that thoét ra ngoai. N6 giup:

« Lam diu hé than kinh va giam cing thang.
* Tang cuong kha nang tap trung va ghi nhd.

* Dua tam tri vao trang thai dinh (Samadhi) nhanh hon.

Phat Giao va dan toc

Phat Giao da gén b6 voi dan toc Dai Viét sudt hon nghin ndm — khong chi nhu mot tén gido
thuan tiy — ma con nhu mét dong chay vin hoa, dao duc, va tim linh trong lich str dan toc. Vi
vay, phong trao tranh d4u cua Phat Gio tai Viét Nam Cong hoa nam 1963 khong don thuan 1a
mot cude xung dot ton giao, ma con 1a cude dau tranh doi quyén binh dang ton gido, tu do tin
ngudng va sy ton trong pham gia con ngudi.



Trong bdi canh chinh quyén Ngé Dinh Diém bi phong trao Phat Gido céo budc dan ap va dbi xir
bat binh dang vdi Phat tir, sy dan than cia cac tang ni da dua tinh than Bi — Tri — Diing tir gido 1y
vao thuc tién lich str.

bic biét, viéc Hoa thuong Thich Quang Durc tu thiéu ngay 11 thang 6 nam 1963, cung nhiing
hanh dong “vi phap thiéu than” cua mot s tang ni khéac, d4 tro thanh biéu twong gay chan dong
luvong tri thé gidi.

Nhin tr y niém cua L& Huy Tr, “Uy vii bit nang phuc — Tri hu¢ bét ning hoai — Tir bi bit
nang di¢t — Bi Tri Diing bat khudt,” nghia cot 161 khong nam O su huy hoai than xac, ma &
quyét tim dung chinh sinh ménh minh dé 1am chtng cho mot niém tin va danh thac luong tri
trude bt cong.

Than c6 thé bi thiéu, nhung thong diép tir bi khong nhat thiét bi tiéu diét; mot con nguoi cb thé
mat di, nhung hinh anh va y nghia hanh dong cua nguoi ay van cd the tiép tuc tdc dong dén lich
su.

Cau ndi “Bit cie lanh ty djc tai nao dan dap Phdt gido sé phai chju qua bao — troi tru, dit
diét” thé hién niém tin manh mé vao ludt nhan qua: quyén lyc chinh tri khong thé dimg ngoai hau
quéa dao dirc ctia nhitng hanh vi gay ton hai cho con ngudi va cong dong.

“Troi tru, dat diét” & day co thé dugc hiéu nhu 101 phan xét danh thép cua luong tri va lich si,
chir khong nhat thiét 1a mot 10 tién tri vé su trimg phat siéu nhién. Boi 18, qua bao c6 thé biéu
hién qua sy mét long dan, su suy sup cua uy tin chinh tri, sy phan xét cia hau thé hodc nhirng hé¢
qua lau dai do chinh hanh dong cua con nguoi tao ra.

Tir goc nhin 4y, tinh than bi tri diing — “vi phap thiéu than” — khoéng phai la 161 cd sy cho cai
chét, ma 14 101 canh tinh vé gi6i han cta quyén lyc — “Bao lye ¢6 thé cudng che than xac,
nhung khong thé mic nhién khuét phuc niém tin; dan ap co the lam im tleng mot con
ngudi, nhung khong bao dam dép tat dwoe chan Iy ma nguwoi Ay mudn bao vé.’



Malcolm Browne: Cau chuyén phia sau birc anh "Nha su tw
thiéu" mang tinh biéu twong

Bo Tat Thich Quéng Pirc ngéi yén khi ngon liva bao trivm than thé.

Patrick Witty phong vin Malcolm Browne - ngay 28 thang 8 nam 2012, 1 gid 55
chiéu, gio mién Bong Hoa Ky

Nhiép anh gia Malcolm Browne, ndi tiéng v&i birc anh gdy chin dong va tro thanh biéu tuong vé
mot vi tang s1 tu thiéu & Sai Gon, qua doi ngay 27 thang 8 nam 2012, hudng tho 81 tudi.
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Nam 1963, Browne duoc trao Giai Pulitzer vé Phong su Qudc té va giai Anh Bao chi Thé gi6i
cuia nam.

Niam 2011, Browne da tro chuyén voi Patrick Witty, bién tap vién anh qudc té ctia tap chi TIME,
tai nha 6ng & Vermont.

Patrick Witty: Chuyén gi dang din ra ¢ Viét Nam trudc ngdy ong chup btrc anh ndi tiéng vé
viéc Thich Quang Duc ty thiéu?

Malcolm Browne: Lic ay t6i d3 ¢ Viét Nam dugc vai nam. Khi tinh hinh ¢ mién Trung Viét
Nam bét dau tré nén cing thang, t6i quan tim dén Phat tir Viét Nam nhiéu hon trude, bai toi cho
rang ho c6 thé 1a lyc luong tao ra nhitng chuyén bién quan trong trong cac dién bién sip téi. Toi
tr& nén than thiét véi kha nhiéu nha su 1anh dao phong trao dang hinh thanh.

Khoang mua xuan nim 1963, cac nha su bat dau bong gié rang ho s& thyc hién mot hanh dong
phéan khang gy chan dong --- c6 1€ 1a mdt nha su ty m6 bung hodc tu thiéu. Du 1a cach nao, do6
cling 1a sy kién ma ching t6i phai chu y.

Luc 4y, cac nha su goi dién cho nhiing phong vién nudc ngoai & Sai Gon dé canh bao rang mot
su kién 16n sap xdy ra. Sau mot thoi gian, phan 16n phong vién da chan nghe nhimng 101 canh bao
ay va thuong bo qua. Tbi tin chic ho s& hanh dong, chur khong chi doa sudng. Vi thé, rt cudc toi
gan nhu 13 phong vién phuong Ty duy nhét dua tin vé ngay dinh ménh ay.

Patrick Witty: Hay ké vé budi sang hom d6. Han ong khong ngo sy viée “lai kich tinh’ dén thé,
nhung 6ng van dén vi nhan dugc mét cude goi vao dém trude?

Malcolm Browne: Toi di dugc bao trudc phan nao rang s& c6 mot hanh dong gy chan dong,
boi t6i biét cac nha su khong no6i sudng. Ho hoan toan nghiém tic vé viéc thuc hién mot hanh
dong phan khang dir doi. Trong mot nén van minh khac, hanh dong d6 c6 thé mang hinh thic
danh bom hoic diéu gi twong tu.

Céac nha su hiéu rat rd tac dong ma mot vu ty thi€u co thé tao ra. Vi vay, khi t61 dén ngoi chua
noi moi viéc duoc to chirc, cuc biéu tinh di bat dau. Cac nha su va ni ¢6 dang tung mot bai kinh
thudng dugc tung trong tang 18 va nhiing dip twong tw. Theo hiéu 1énh ctia nguoi dan déu, tat ca
cung di ra duong va tién vé khu trung tdm Sai Gon. Khi dén noi, cac nha su nhanh chéng tao
thanh mot vong tron quanh mét giao 10 cu thé gitra hai con duong 16n ¢ Sai Gon.

Mot chiée xe chay dén. Hai nha su tré budc xuéng. Mot vi tang si lon tudi, hoi tua vao mot trong
hai ngudi tré, ciing budc xudng xe. Ngai di thang dén gitra giao 16. Hai nha su tré mang theo mot
can nhya, sau d6 dugc xac dinh 1a dung xang. Ngay khi vi tang si ngdi xudng, ho d6 chét long
1én khip ngudi ngai. Ngai 1dy mot hop diém, quet lira roi tha que diém xudng dui. Ngay lap
tirc, ltra bao trim than thé ngai. T4t ca nhitng nguoi chimg kién déu kinh hoang. Su viéc khing
khiép dtng nhu t6i da du doan.

T6i khong biét chinh x4c ngai qua doi vao luc nio, boi khong thé nhan biét qua nét mit hay
giong noi. Ngai khong hé hét 1én vi dau don. Gwong mat ngai dwong nhuw van kha binh than
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cho dén khi bi Itra lam den sam, khong con nhin ré nira. Cudi cung, cac nha su cho rang ngai
da chét va dua dén mét chieéc quan tai bang gé dugc lam tam.

Patrick Witty: Ong 14 nhiép anh gia duy nhét c6 mat tai 6 sao?

Malcolm Browne: Theo nhiing gi toi biét thi ding. Sau nay t6i moi biét c6 mot sd nguoi Viet
Nam ciing chyp anh, nhung nhitng brc anh 4 ay khong duogc guri ra ngoai --- khong xuat hién trén
cac hé théng truyén anh quéc té hay bét cr noi nao tuong tu.

Patrick Witty: Ong nghi gi khi nhin qua may anh?

Malcolm Browne: Toi chi nghi dén viéc ddy 1a mot chi thé tu phat sang, can thoi gian phoi
sang khoang /10 hay mot mirc nao d6 --- t6i khong con nhd chinh xéc. Toi dung mot chiéc may
anh Nhat Ban gia ré hiéu Petri. T6i dé rat quen v6i may, nhung mudn chic chan ring mdi 1an
chup déu chinh ding thong s6 va 1ay nét chuan, dong thoi thay phim du nhanh dé theo kip dién
bién. Toi da chup lién tuc khodang muoi cudn phim.

Patrick Witty: Ong cam thay thé nao?

Malcolm Browne: Piéu quan trong nhat trong dau toi 1a dua dugc nhimg birc anh ra ngoai. Toi
nhén ra day 1a mot su kién c6 tam quan trong ddc biét va phai chuyén anh dén mot dau moi cua
hang Associated Press (AP) 6 mét noi xa nhat c6 thé, cang som cang t6t. T61 cling biét rang viée
do ¢ Sai Gon trong thoi gian ngdn 1a rat kho.

Patrick Witty: Ong da 1am gi v6i cudn phim?

Malcolm Browne: Mau chét 1 dua phim dén mot diém truyén tin. Chung to1 phai gui phim gbc
bang duong hang khong hodc bang cach nao d6. Khi ay phim khong bi kiém duyét. Ching toi
nho mot "chim bd ciu" mang phim dén Manila. Tai Manila c6 thiét bi dé truyén anh qua vo
tuyeén.

Patrick Witty: Khi 6ng n6i "chim bd cau", chinh xac 6ng mubn noi gi?

Malcolm Browne: D6 1a mdt hanh khéch trén chuyen bay thuong mai thong thudng ma ong
thuyét phuc mang giiip mot goi hang nho. RS rang, toc do 1a diéu t6i ‘quan trong. Vi vy, ching

t6i phai dua phim dén san bay. N6 duoc mang 1én mot chuyén bay sap khoi hanh di Manila.

Patrick Witty: Sau khi phim dén noi, co ai tir AP guri tin cho ong biét rang buc anh dang duoc
dang trén khap thé gidi khong?

Malcolm Browne: Khong.
Patrick Witty: Ong khong biét gi sao?

Malcolm Browne: Khong. Chung t6i chang biét gi ca; cam giac gidng nhu bidn mot phat vao hd
den. Chuing t6i chi biét anh da dén noi khi cac thong di¢p bat dau gui dén chiic mung vi chung
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t61 d chuyén dugc mot birc anh nhu vay. Khong phai to bao nao cling dang. The New York
Times khong dang vi ho cho rang birc 4nh qué ghé ron, khong thich hop véi mot to bao doc vao
bira sang.

Patrick Witty: Toi dang nhin buc anh trén man hinh. Hay n6i cho toi biét nhiing gi t6i khong
the thay --- ong nghe thay gi, ngtri thay mui gi?

Malcolm Browne: Miii nhang ap déo tit ca. Nhang c6 mui rat ndong, khong han d& chju, nhung
ngudi ta d6t dé cAu mong t6 tién phu hd va vi nhitng y nghia twong ty. D6 1a mui ndi bat nhat,
ngoai mui xang dau dang chay va, phai noi that, mui thit nguoi bi thiéu. Am thanh chinh 14 tiéng
khoc than va dau khé ctia cac nha su, nhimg ngudi di quen biét vi tang si ay nhiéu nim va dau
10ng vi ngai. Pong thoi, ngudi ta hét qua loa phong thanh; nhitng nguoi thude luc lugng ctru hoa
¢d tim cach dap lira quanh ngai ma khong 1am ngai thiét mang hay gy thém hau qua nao do.
Moi thir 13 mot mé hon loan.

Patrick Witty: Toi timg doc 101 Tong théng Kennedy ndi vé buc anh ciia 6ng: "Khong co birc
anh thoi su nao trong lich stir gdy xuc dong manh mé trén khap thé gidi nhu bic anh do."

Malcolm Browne: C6 thé dung. Nghe c¢6 vé 1a mot cau noéi chan thanh tir Nha Trang.

Patrick Witty: Ong c6 xem birc anh nay 13 thanh twu 16n nhét trong s nghiép bao chi ciia minh
khong?

Malcolm Browne: T6i ¢ thé noi rang né thu hut rat nhiéu sy cha y. Pay khong nhét thiét 1a cau
chuyén kho dua tin nhat ma t61 tung thuc hién, nhung chac chan 1a mot phan quan trong trong su
nghiép cua toi.

Ba bién ¢ trong dai da 1am bung n6 phong trao tranh dau Phat Gido nam 1963, d6 1a

e Cai chét clia tim Phat tir dém 8/5/1963 tai dai phat thanh Hué,

e Cudc tu thiéu ctia HT. Thich Quang Buc ngay 11/6/1963 tai Sai Gon,

e Chién dich “nuéc 1i” tong tn cong chua chién toan qudc dém 20 rang ngay 21/ 8/1963
ctia chinh quyén

Ba bién ¢6 lich str quan trong do6 cua phong trao tranh dau Phat Gido cung voi nhiing yéu té khac
cua chinh quyen Ngb6 Pinh Diém. Nhu tiéu diét cac dang phai qudc gia, phe dang, ky thi ton
giao, lam quyen, sir dung mat vu va lyc lugng dac biét nhu la nhing cong cu dé bao vé “ché 4o
chuyén ché gia dinh tri.”

Thay vi, phuc vu qudc gia, ong Ngo6 Dinh Nhu (khong phai 1a mét vién chirc chinh thire cua
chinh quyen) lai chuyén quyén tong thong, di dém voi CSBV dé phan boi d6ng minh va quan
dan — Ché d6 Ngb Pinh Diém d3 giy bat man va chan nan trong quan chiing ciing nhu trong
quéan d6i — dua dén cudc dao chanh cua cac tudng lanh — 1at 6 ché do doc tai, gia dinh tri cia
Ng6 Dinh Di¢m — dan ap Phat Giao.
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Duéi day 1a mot s6 anh do phong vién Malcome Browne, truong van phong dai dién AP tai Viét
Nam chup dién tién cudc tu thiéu lich sir cia Hoa Thuong Thich Quang Pirc vao 10 gid sang
ngay Chu Nhat 11 thang 6 ndam 1963. Cung c6 mat tai hién truong vé1 Browne 1a David
Halberstam luc do 1a phong vién tré ctia bao The New York Times. Halberstam cung nhén giai
thudng Pulitzer ndm 1964 véi Browne nho bai bao noéi vé su kién nay.

Theo 161 thudt cua HT. Thich Birc Nghiép:
e Sau khi xong khoa 1&, chu ting ni xudng duong truc chi di vé phia ngi tu Phan Pinh

Phung va L& Van Duyét. Ch‘iéc xe Austin cua cu si Tran Quang Thuén ché HT. Thich
Quang Durc (ngdi sau) va thay Thich Tri Minh (ngoi trudc)

Nhirng hinh anh lich st phap nan bi trang

Tét ca anh déu duoc chup ngay 11 thang 6 nim 1963. Cac lanh dao Phat gido da canh béo
Browne rang moét cude phan khang lon s& dién ra tai Sai Gon. Khi dén ngdi chiia noi cudc biéu
tinh dugc t6 chire, 6ng thdy cac nha su va ni c6 d bit dau tung kinh. --- Malcolm Browne/AP

Chu ting ni 1am 18 tai chuia Phat Biru Tw, do Hoa thuwong Thich Minh True té chire,
tai dwong Cao Thang, Quén 3 Sai Gon.
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Cac nha sw va ni ¢ tung nhirng bai kinh dung trong tang 1& truéc cudc biéu tinh. ---
Malcolm Browne/AP

" DDA-SAR

——
.-
-

Sau khi xong khéa 1&, chw ting ni xuéng dwong true chi di vé phia ngi tw Phan Pinh
Phiing va Lé Van Duyét.

Chiéc xe Austin cua cu si Tran Quang Thuan chd HT. Thich Quang Pirc (ngdi sau) va
thay Thich Tri Minh (ngo6i trudce) [Theo 161 thuat cia HT. Thich Bac Nghiép]
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Nhirng nguoi Phit Gido biéu tinh di b tir chiia dén trung tim Sai Gon. --- Malcolm
Browne/AP

Cac nha su va ni c6 tao thanh vong tron quanh mot giao 1§ & Sai Gon; tré em cui
dau lay. --- Malcolm Browne/AP
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Nha su Thich Quang Pirc budc xudng xe va ngoi giira giao 15. Mt nha sw tré do
xang lén nguwoi ngai, roi ngai tu quet diém. --- Malcolm Browne/AP

Pai Ptic Thich Chon Ngit tudi xang 1én dau va than minh Hoa Thugng Thich Quang
Duc.

Dai Drc Thich Chon Ngir thuat lai, "Tay trdi toi xach thung xang, tay mat toi diu Ngai
budrc ra xe va moi Ngai ngoi xuong. Ngai ngoi “Kiét Gia” tay mdt ddt 1én tay trdi. T6i
cam thiung xdang ddang 1€ twdi 1én vai Ngai, nhung vi hot hoang lo so mdt vu téi nén da do
xdng tir dau Ngai tré xudng.

Hoa Thuong Thich Quang Pirc mé hop diém rit 5, 6 que roi quet manh. Lira tirc toc

birng chdy dot ngay théan xdc Ngai nhw mét pho twong trong khi cdc tang ni quy xuong
vira khoc vira niem: A Di Pa Phat." (BD. Thich Chon Ngtr thut lai)
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Thich Quang Pirc ngdi yén khi lira bao trium than thé. - Malcolm Browne/AP
Trong loat hinh dugc phong 16n chi rd Dai dac Thich Chon Ngir da dé thung xang xudng
cach Ngai khoang mdt mét ro1 budc voi vé phia cac Tang Ni, dé Ngai ngoi lai mot minh
trén viing xang lénh lang tu tim cach bat lta.

Browne néi vé viéc chirng kién vi ting si bi thiéu, " Khiing khiép diing nhw nhiing gi
t6i da dw dodn." --- Malcolm Browne/AP
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Céc nha sw va ni ¢d khéc chig kién, thip hwong tung kinh khi Thich Quéng Dirc
bi thiéu déen chét. --- Malcolm Browne/AP
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Thich Quang Pirc tw thiéu dé phan dbi viée chinh quyén mién Nam Viét Nam bi cdo
budc dan ap Phét tir. --- Malcolm Browne/AP
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Nhirng birc 4nh cia Malcolm Browne doat gidi World Press Photo nim 1963.

Biic anh gay xtic dong dén ndi Tong théng M¥ luc d6 1a John F. Kennedy phai thét 1én:
"Khong mot burc anh thoi sw nao trong lich sw thé gioi lai tao ra nhiéu cam xuc nhw the!"

Mdi day, trong danh sach cac anh thoi sy vi dai nhat moi thoi dai, do bao New Statesman

(Anh) cong bd, birc anh nay cua Malcolm Browne dugc xép thir hai (birc anh phong vién
Nick Ut chup c6 bé 9 tudi Kim Phuc bi phong do bom napalm x&p dau danh sach).
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Mot nha sw quy lai va tit ca Ni Sw ngdi kiét gia, cAu nguyén bén di hai Thich Quang
DPirc. --- Malcolm Browne/AP

22



Sau vu tu thiéu, cac nha sw va ni co0 ngan xe ctru héa tien den hién trwong. ---
Malcolm Browne/AP

Di hai Thich Quang Pitc truée khi dwoc dwa vao quan tai, va dwoc cic ting ni dong
dao khiéng vé mot ngoi chua gan do. --- Malcolm Browne/AP
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Phat tir, cac me gia, thiéu nik, cing cic Ni uy vii bat ning khuét trwée lue lwgng dan ap cia
chinh quyén Ngé Pinh Diém
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Mt trong nhirng bd tat khac di tuc diém B Tat Thich Quang Pirc truyén diing, vi phap
tw thiéu, trén duong phd Saigon, October 5, 1963
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THIEN VONG
Lé Huy True

ban ap Phat Giao nghié¢p ac gian
Bio phap tu thiéu rang 4anh thién
Troi dat ching tri 10ng chinh nghia,
Str xanh ghi tac ndi truan chuyén.
Ac gieo it gt vong nhan qua,
Lura ddy rdi tan mong ba quyén.
Thién vong tuy thua ma ching lot,
Troi tru dat diét boi cudng dién.
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~ = _Lira T Bi — Kim Cuong bat diét,
o Uy vii bat nang khudt,
Khting b6 bat niang uy.
Tri hué bat niang hoai,

Tu bi bat niang diét.

Théan tim hgp nhat, thanh kim cuong,
Lua thiéng soi sang khap nhén gian.
Mot niém ti tam, thanh bat hoai,
Muén doi chinh phap van huy hoang.

LUA TU BI — KIM CUONG BAT DIET
— KHONG BAO GIO TAT —

&z
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LUA TU BI

KIM CUONG
BAT DIET

Lé Huy Tru




Liwa Tw Bi
Kim Cuong Bt Hoai
Lé Huy Trur

Ltra Trr Bi bung sang gitra troi,
Mot tam nhap dinh, sang muon noi.
Tuc diém truyén dang, dao chiéu soi,
Bét hoai, bat diét, rang sang ngoi.

Tai liéu tham khao

D6t than thé cung duong chu Phat, Lé Huy Trt, 2-18-2016 7

e Malcolm Browne: Cau chuyén phia sau birc anh "Nha su tu thiéu" mang tinh biéu tuong

e Malcolm Browne, Journalist Who Took The 'Burning Monk' Photo, Dies : The Two-Way
: NPR

o https://www.getty.edu/art/collection/object/1 096 F 6#full-artwork-details

e https://www.reddit.com/t/pics/comments/ewu8ab/the burning_monk malcolm_browne

1963/

« Anh Hoa Thuong Thich Quang Pirc Tu Thiéu - B4 Tat Quang Puc - THU VIEN HOA
SEN

e The Burning Monk: The Story behind the 1963 Iconic Photo - Rare Historical Photos

e Thich Quang Pttc, The Burning Monk Who Changed The World

e Arrest and assassination of Ngo Dinh Diem - Wikipedia

o https://www.alamy.com/nhu-diem-diem-ngo-dinh-both-dead-in-saigon-30-november-
1963-image623538794.html

o https://www.topfoto.co.uk/asset/3364497/

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByglgB tOVA

o https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/nhu-diem.html?blackwhite=1&sortBy=relevant

¢ Burning monk photo: How a moment became breaking news in 15 hours

o https://grantpiperwriting. medium.com/the-story-behind-the-infamous-burning-monk-
photograph-graphic-53bc7d461168
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Thich Quang Pivrc And The True Story Of
The Burning Monk Photograph

By Mark Oliver | Edited By John Kuroski
Published April 22, 2026

On a busy Saigon street in June 1963, Buddhist
monk Thich Quang Puc lit himself on fire and set off
a chain of events that led to America's involvement
in the Vietnam War.

“No news picture in history,” John F. Kennedy once said, “has
generated so much emotion around the world as that one.”

This was no exaggeration. When the Vietnamese Buddhist
monk Thich Quang Duc burned himself alive on the streets of
Saigon on June 11, 1963, it sparked a chain reaction that
changed history forever.
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Malcolm BrowneThe self-immolation of Thich Quang Duc in
Saigon, South Vietnam. June 11, 1963.

His act of protest was on the front page of papers in almost
every country. For the first time, the word “Vietnam” was on
everyone’s lips when, before that day, most Americans had
never even heard of the southeast Asian nation hidden away
on the other side of the world.

Today, the “Burning Monk” photograph of Thich Quang Duc’s
death has become a universal symbol of rebellion and the
fight against injustice. But as famous as the photo of his death
is, only a handful of people, at least those in the West,
actually remember what Thich Quang Duc was protesting.

Instead, his death has been reduced to a symbol — but it was
far more than that. It was an act of defiance against a corrupt
government that had killed nine of its own people. It fueled a
revolution, toppled a regime, and may even be the reason that
America entered the Vietnam War.

Thich Quang Duc was more than a symbol, more than the
“Burning Monk.” He was a man who was willing to give up his
life for a cause — and a man who changed the world.

Nine Dead In Vietnam
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Manhai/FlickrBuddhist protesters pull on barbwire while clashing
with the police in Saigon, South Vietnam. 1963.

Thich Quang Duc’s story starts on May 8, 1963, at a Buddhist
celebration in the city of Hue. It was Phat Dan, the birthday of
Gautama Buddha, and more than 500 people had taken to the
streets waving Buddhist flags and celebrating.

In Vietnam, however, this was a crime. Though upwards of 90
percent of the nation was Buddhist, it was under the rule of a
Roman Catholic, President Ngo Dinh Diem, who had made it a
law that no one could display a religious flag.

Grumbling voices across the country were already complaining
that Diem was discriminating against Buddhists, but on this
day they got proof. Just a few weeks before, Diem had
encouraged Catholics to wave Vatican flags during a
celebration for his brother, a Catholic archbishop. But now, as
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Buddhists filled the streets of Hue with flags of their own to
celebrate Phat Dan, Diem sent in the police.

The holiday turned into a protest, with a growing crowd
coming out to demand equal treatment for Buddhists. The
army was brought out in armored carriers to keep the peace,
but things got out of hand.

Soon they opened fire into the crowd. Grenades were thrown
and vehicles were driven into the crowd. By the time the
crowd had dispersed, nine were dead — two of them children
who had been crushed to death under the wheels of armored
personnel carriers.

The Self-Immolation Of Thich Quang Duc
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Manhai/FlickrThich Quang Duc sits calmly as a monk pours five
gallons of gasoline on his head. Saigon, South Vietnam. June
11, 1963.

On June 10, Malcolm Browne, the Saigon bureau chief for the
Associated Press, got word that “something important” was
going to happen outside the Cambodian Embassy. He believed
it.

Things in South Vietnam had been heating up since the
massacre. The Buddhists had issued a list of five demands
that called for religious equality and justice for the dead, and
he knew that they were ready to do anything to make life
better in South Vietnam.

Browne met Thich Quang Duc, a Buddhist monk who had
spent three years living in total isolation as a holy hermit in
the mountains of Vietnam. He followed him and a procession
of 350 monks and nuns as they made their way into the center
of the city and Duc sat down on a simple cushion in the
middle of a busy Saigon intersection.

A five-gallon petroleum can was in Thich Quang Duc’s car. As
he sat on the cushion, his legs crossed as if he were in deep
meditation, one of the monks took it out and poured every
drop over the monk’s head. Coated in gasoline, he remained
the picture of serenity, rotating the beads around his neck and
chanting a prayer to Amitabha Buddha.

“l realized at that moment exactly what was happening,”
Browne would later say. He started snapping pictures as fast
as he could.

Though no one had noticed it until then, Thich Quang Duc had
been holding a match in his hand. The last words of his prayer
left his mouth, and then he lit the match. He dropped the
match onto his own robes and, in an instant, his whole body
was engulfed in flames.
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The crowd broke into a panic. The sound of people’s screams
was pierced by a monk yelling into a microphone, “A Buddhist
priest burns himself to death! A Buddhist priest becomes a
martyr!”

The fire department was trying to make its way through the
crowd. They were shouting at each other desperately, arguing
about how to put out the fire without killing Duc. But they
would never get the chance to try. The monks laid down in
front of their wheels, risking their lives to keep them from
saving Thich Quang Duc’s.

Only one person was calm: Thich Quang Duc himself. “He
never moved a muscle, never uttered a sound,” a witness
recalled, even as his body burned. For 10 minutes, he was
nothing but a burning match on the ground. Then, finally, his
body collapsed.

“l don’t know exactly when he died,” Malcolm Browne later
said. “He never yelled out in pain.”

The Raid On The Pagoda
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Manhai/FlickrMonks in the pagoda chant funeral prayers for Thich
Quang Duc. Saigon, South Vietnam. June 11, 1963.

When the fire died out, the monks covered Thich Quang Duc’s
body with yellow robes, put it in a wooden casket, and carried
it back to the pagoda.

The body of the “Burning Monk” didn’t leave alone. Though
Thich Quang Duc had arrived with 350 men, a crowd of more
than 1,000 followed the body away from the scene — some
monks, some civilians, and some even police officers who’d
been moved to abandon their posts.

At the pagoda, his body was cremated. By 6:00 PM, the pagoda
was surrounded by police. They came in armored vehicles,
rifles in their hands and riot gear on their bodies, and
swarmed the monks inside. Thirty-six were dragged out,
arrested, and charged, in the end, with holding a prayer
meeting on the street.
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But it was already too late. Thich Quang Duc’s self-immolation
photograph was already on its way to the United States.
Malcolm Browne had already sent the photo off to be
transported by what he called a “carrier pigeon” — an
undercover passenger on a plane smuggling out his roll of film.
By the morning, Thich Quang Duc’s burning body would be on
the cover of papers around the world.

The “Burning Monk” photo would change the course of history
— but even it, Browne would later say, was nothing compared
to the experience of actually being there. The “Burning Monk”
photo was missing, he said, “the smell of gasoline and diesel
and the smell of burning flesh”, and, with it, “the wailing and
misery of the monks” that filled his ears.

The “Burning Monk” Photograph That Changed The
World

Manhai/FlickrMalcolm B‘rowne, on the right, helps a fellow AP
photographer while he examines a photo reel in Saigon, South
Vietnam. April 3, 1964.
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For all his eloquence, President John F. Kennedy’s first

response to seeing Thich Quang Duc’s burning body was much
simpler. Reportedly, when the “Burning Monk” photo landed on
his desk, the president only spit out the words “Jdesus Christ!”

Suddenly, Vietnam’s problems weren’t just their own. This was
an international incident.

President Diem originally had planned to do little in response
and simply hope that the Buddhist crisis would die down —
but the Americans wouldn’t stand for it. The U.S. ambassador
to Vietnam started putting pressure on Diem to meet the
Buddhists’ demands, while Secretary of State Dean Rusk
directly threatened to publicly renounce him if he didn’t do it.

Diem bowed to the American pressure — but for many, it
wasn’t enough. It was widely believed that he had no plans to
go through with his promises to deal with the Buddhist crisis.

Furthermore, his own family’s callousness to Thich Quang
Duc’s death kept the people against him. Rumors even got out
that Diem’s sister-in-law, Madame Nhu, had joked that she
would “clap hands at seeing another barbecue show,” and
many believed that Diem agreed.

Diem proved the doubters right. He sent his special forces into
the pagoda where Thich Quang Duc’s ashes were kept in order
to steal the dead man’s remains. Two monks escaped with the
urn that held what was left of the man himself, but the
special forces got away with the bigger prize: Thich Quang
Duc’s miraculously unburnt heart.

The Spark That Helped Topple A Government
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Wikimedia CommonsThe dead bo of President Diem lies in the
back of a carrier. Saigon, South Vietnam. 1963.

After the “Burning Monk” immolation, President Diem’s days
were numbered. Vietnamese nationalists led by General Duong
Van Minh started plotting to overthrow him, and the United
States backed them. General Minh met with CIA operatives
who encouraged him and promised they wouldn’t get in his
way.

Diem wouldn’t live to see the New Year. On November 1, 1963,
Minh and his co-conspirators attacked. There was little
resistance. Only a handful of people still supported Diem
enough to stand in their way.

Diem and his brother tried to escape through an underground
passage hidden in a Catholic church, but they didn’t get far.
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They were found before sunrise, dragged into the back of an
armored carrier, and shot dead.

With a single spark, Thich Quang Duc had helped topple a
government.

The Legacy Of Thich Quang Duc, The Burning Monk

Wikimedia CommonsAs the war began, images of Vietnam became
a regular part of American life.

Today, the “Burning Monk” photograph is remembered as a
symbol of rebellion and resistance — but perhaps it means
more than that. Thich Quang Duc’s burning body was more
than just a symbol. It was the spark that, according to one of
Kennedy’s advisors, “set in motion a series of crises” that
ended up bringing America into the Vietnam War.

North Vietnam capitalized on the chaos following the
immolation and the overthrow of Diem. Ho Chi Minh
responded to Diem’s death by saying, “I can scarcely believe
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the Americans could be so stupid,” and the conflict between
the two countries ramped up. In less than two years, America
would enter the war in Vietnam.
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Wikimedia CommonsAnother monk follows in Quang Duc’
footsteps and immolates himself on the streets of Saigon on

October 5, 1963.

Elsewhere, Thich Quang Duc sparked something in people
around the world. Five more monks in Vietnam would follow in
his footsteps, burning themselves alive in protests.

And even on the other side of the world, five Americans would
immolate themselves in protest of the Vietnam War that Thich
Quang Duc had inadvertently drawn them into. Those protests
would have an impact, too, and in time, America would pull
itself out of the war in defeat.
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It’s a chain reaction whose effects are still being felt today, all
started by a single spark lit by a monk sitting on a cushion in
the streets of Saigon. Deliberately or not, Thich Quang Duc’s
death changed more than just one life. It changed the whole
world.

After this look at Thich Quang Duc, the “Burning Monk,” explore
the stories behind the other iconic photographs of the Vietnam
War era: the Saigon execution photo and the scared child
known as “Napalm Girl”.

Another monk follows in Quang Duc’s footsteps and immolates himself on the streets of Saigon

on October 5, 1963.
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